
IN THIS ISSUE

Upcoming Events •  Operat ing Budget Update
Momentum Construct ion Status  •   Note from Sess ion

October 2026

MONTHLY NEWSLETTER

M P C  w i l l  b e  c e l e b r a t i n g  F a l l  w i t h  a  f e s t i v a l  o n  t h e  S t .  J o h n s  R i v e r !  C o m e
j o i n  t h e  f u n  f ro m  3 : 3 0 - 6 p m  o n  S u n d a y ,  O c t o b e r  2 5 t h  a t  o u r  b e a u t i f u l
R i v e r  H o u s e  P ro p e r t y  o n  M a n d a r i n  R o a d .  C o m e  e n j o y  l i v e  m u s i c ,
d e l i c i o u s  B B Q ,  y u m m y  d e s s e r t s ,  g a m e s  a n d  f u n  f o r  A L L  a g e s !  A d m i s s i o n
i s  o n e  n o n - p e r i s h a b l e  f o o d  i t e m  f o r  o u r  D a i l y  B re a d  F o o d  P a n t r y  o r  a
m o n e t a r y  d o n a t i o n  f o r  o u r  D a i l y  B re a d  F o o d  P a n t r y .  T h i s  i s  a n  A l l  C h u rc h
e v e n t  s o  b e  s u re  t o  re g i s t e r  a t  m a n d a r i n p re s . c o m / f a l l f e s t  o r  o n  t h e
C h u rc h  C e n t e r  A p p !  

JOI N MPC’ S FALL FEST ON THE
RI VER ON OCTOBER 25TH!

https://mandarinpres.com/fallfest
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As we look back on our third quarter, we are amazed to see God at work in so many ways. A highlight
was our All Church Retreat on St. Simons Island, along with other joyous gatherings: our One Nation
Under God event; Creative Grace and Burgers & Bunco with our Women's Ministry; the Burger Bash
and fellowship luncheons with our Men's Ministry; J.O.Y. (Just Older Youth) luncheons; youth camps;
and mission trips. Our Fall Kick-Off with Pop-Up Sunday, 5Up, Hang 10, and Crave welcomed so many
kids through our doors, and interest in our "Seven" sermon-based small groups has been so strong that
we've added more groups to make room for everyone. In addition, our Momentum construction is
making great progress, and it's exciting to see God's vision for MPC take shape.

None of this happens by accident. Our values of Jesus First, Every Generation, Deep-Spirited
Community, Courageous Faith, and Whole-Life Generosity are at the heart of MPC. Each moment is
about taking the next step closer to Jesus, and we're grateful for everyone who makes that possible.

In that same spirit of generosity, we want to be transparent: our giving is currently behind projections.
We're confident the months ahead are a great opportunity for our church family to catch up. As we
prepare for construction completion and higher operating expenses, we ask everyone to prayerfully
consider giving 10% more to our Operating Budget. Every gift moves us forward. Let's finish the year
strong, together!

Operational Budget 
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C O N S T R U C T I O NC O N S T R U C T I O NC O N S T R U C T I O N    
U P D A T EU P D A T EU P D A T E

C O N S T R U C T I O N  
U P D A T E

Momentum is taking shape! Catch up on our latest construction progress:

We've officially gone vertical! Block walls are going up, and work on the new lobby slab and
block will begin in the next few weeks.
The sanctuary refresh is well underway. Colors and materials have been selected, and we
anticipate starting construction shortly after the holiday season.
Our Office/Preschool Campus is getting some long-overdue upgrades. We've submitted
permits for plumbing improvements and engaged an architect to begin remodel plans, which
is a 5–6 month process. We're also reviewing proposals for a new roof and plumbing system.
Thank you for your faithful giving. Everyone is working hard to fulfill their Momentum
Pledges, and God's blessings are evident. We're so grateful for your generosity.
Please keep praying for our construction crew, our leadership, and our congregation
throughout this season.

Have questions?
Building: Brian Paul | bpaul@mandarinpres.com | (904) 680-9944
Giving: Anne Petrone | apetrone@mandarinpres.com | (904) 680-9944



Daily Bread 
Food Pantry 
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A f t e r  a  l o n g ,  h o t  s u m m e r,  Tu e s d a y
e v e n i n g  v i s i t s  t o  t h e  D a i l y  B re a d  F o o d
P a n t r y  a n d  C l o t h e s  C l o s e t  h a v e  p i c k e d
u p  a g a i n .  N o w,  n i n e  m o n t h s  i n t o  2 0 2 6 ,
v o l u n t e e r s  c o n t i n u e  t o  c h e e r f u l l y
d i s t r i b u t e  t h re e  g ro c e r y  b a g s  p e r
g u e s t  h o u s e h o l d  e a c h  w e e k ,  f i l l e d  w i t h
n o n - p e r i s h a b l e  f o o d s ,  b re a d s ,
p a s t r i e s ,  p ro d u c e ,  d a i r y ,  a n d  m e a t s  o r
p o u l t r y .  T h e s e  n u m b e r s  s h o w  t h e
P a n t r y  a n d  C l o t h e s  C l o s e t ’s  s i g n i f i c a n t
i m p a c t  a n d  o n g o i n g  i m p o r t a n c e  t o  o u r
g u e s t s .  E a c h  g u e s t  re p re s e n t s  a
h o u s e h o l d  t o u c h e d  b y  t h e  g e n e ro s i t y
o f  o u r  v o l u n t e e r s ,  d o n o r s ,  a n d
p a r t n e r s .  A s  w e  a p p ro a c h  2 0 2 7 ,  w e
e x p e c t  c o n t i n u e d  d e m a n d  a n d  re m a i n
c o m m i t t e d  t o  s e r v i n g  w i t h
c o m p a s s i o n .

A s  m e n t i o n e d  o n  t h e  f i r s t  p a g e ,  M P C
w i l l  b e  c e l e b r a t i n g  F a l l  w i t h  o u r
f e s t i v a l  o n  t h e  S t .  J o h n s  R i v e r !  C o m e
j o i n  t h e  f u n  o n  S u n d a y ,  O c t o b e r  2 5 t h
a t  o u r  b e a u t i f u l  R i v e r  H o u s e  P ro p e r t y !

A d m i s s i o n  i s  o n e  n o n - p e r i s h a b l e  f o o d
i t e m  o r  a  m o n e t a r y  d o n a t i o n  f o r  t h e
D a i l y  B re a d  F o o d  P a n t r y .  T h a n k  y o u  f o r
y o u r  p r a y e r s  a n d  s u p p o r t  f o r  t h i s
m i n i s t r y  a n d  o u r  g u e s t s  a s  w e  c o n t i n u e
t o  s e r v e  o u r  n e i g h b o r s  i n  n e e d .  G o d ’s
l i g h t  s h i n e s  o n  t h i s  w o r k .  T h e  o n g o i n g
s u p p o r t  f ro m  o u r  c o n g re g a t i o n  a n d
p a r t n e r s  h a s  a l l o w e d  u s  t o  re m a i n  a
s t e a d y  s o u rc e  o f  p o s i t i v i t y  a n d  s e r v i c e .
We  w e l c o m e  d o n a t i o n s  o f  n o n - p e r i s h a b l e
f o o d  i t e m s  a n d  e n s u re  t h e y  a re  u s e d
e f f e c t i v e l y .

S u p p o r t  f ro m  M P C  m e m b e r s ,  y o u t h
g ro u p s ,  c l u b s ,  l o c a l  s c h o o l s ,  n e i g h b o r s ,
a n d  b u s i n e s s e s — t h ro u g h  m o n e t a r y  g i f t s
a n d  f o o d — h a s  p ro p e l l e d  t h e  P a n t r y  i n t o
2 0 2 6 .  E v e r y  c o n t r i b u t i o n  d i re c t l y
b e n e f i t s  t h e  g u e s t  h o u s e h o l d s  w e  s e r v e .

B l e s s i n g s  a n d  g r a t i t u d e ,

D a i l y  B re a d  F o o d  M i n i s t r y  
( F o o d  P a n t r y  &  C l o t h e s  C l o s e t
Vo l u n t e e r s )

https://mandarinpres.churchcenter.com/giving


Fellowship Luncheon
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Truth be told, most of us prefer to do life on our own terms,
especially in a culture that promotes the individual. We often
approach faith the same way—just me and Jesus. But Scripture
suggests the journey with Jesus is a WE thing, not a ME thing:
“Where two or more are gathered” (Mt. 18:20), “Love one
another” (John 13:34-35), and “We are one Body in Christ,
individually members of one another” (Romans 12:4-5). A central
feature of the Great Banquet is exploring God’s grace together
—in community. This is the Communion of Saints. The Great
Banquet is a wonderful opportunity to deepen your faith the way
Jesus intended: together with others. For more information and
to register, visit nefgb.com.

We are having a wonderful time
celebrating fall in our preschool!

Our classrooms are filled with joyful
laughter, friendship formations, and
lots of learning.  What a blessing to
see our students learning and thriving
each day!
 
We still have a few openings in our
three-year-old and VPK programs, so
please spread the word with friends or
family who may be looking for a loving,
Christ-centered preschool experience.

For any questions, contact Lee Samuels
at Lsamuels@mandarinpres.com or call
904-680-6406.  

The MPC Men's Fellowship Luncheon is held the
second and fourth Wednesday of every month.
We meet in the Fellowship Hall from noon until
1:15pm. We strive to have a guest speaker at one
of the monthly meetings and have a discussion
based on the previous Sunday's sermon at
alternate meetings.  

We have a lunch of sub sandwiches with the
fixings on the side, along with potato salad,
chips, drinks and dessert. The cost of lunch is
$8.00.

All men of our church and guests are invited to
join us. Please consider joining us for fellowship,
prayer, interesting guest speakers and
discussion.

Please contact Randy Hester at 904-859-
4996/hesterrandy632@gmail.com or Wayne Gaff
at 904-318-0002/w.gaff@comcast.net with any
questions. 

Mandarin Presbyterian Preschool

Great Banquet

MPC Men’s 

https://nefgb.com/
mailto:Lsamuels@mandarinpres.com
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Mark Your Calendar!

R e a d y  t o  s t e p  a w a y  a n d  g o  d e e p e r  i n
y o u r  f a i t h ?  T h e  G r e a t  B a n q u e t  i s  a  7 2 -
h o u r  r e t r e a t  w h e r e  g u e s t s  e a t ,  l a u g h ,
s i n g ,  p r a y ,  a n d  g r o w  t o g e t h e r  i n  t h e
c a r e  o f  a  l o v i n g  C h r i s t i a n  c o m m u n i t y .
T h i s  f a l l ' s  w e e k e n d s  a r e  W o m e n ' s :
O c t o b e r  1 5 t h – 1 8 t h  a n d  M e n ' s :
N o v e m b e r  5 t h – 8 t h .  L e a r n  m o r e  a t
m a n d a r i n p r e s . c o m / g r e a t b a n q u e t .  

S a v e  t h e  D a t e  f o r  D e c e m b e r  5 t h  f o r  t h e
W o m e n ’ s  M i n i s t r y  R e t h r e a d e d  v i s i t  t o
l e a r n  m o r e  a b o u t  t h e i r  p r o g r a m ,
s o c i a l i z e  a n d  s h o p  f o r  C h r i s t m a s  g i f t s  a t
t h e i r  u n i q u e  s t o r e .  M o r e  d e t a i l s  s o o n !  

C a l l i n g  a l l  y o u n g  a d u l t s !  C o m e  a l o n g
f o r  a  f u n  d a y  t r i p  t o  O r l a n d o  —  w e ' l l
w a n d e r  D i s n e y  S p r i n g s ,  r i d e  g o - k a r t s ,
a n d  c h e c k  o u t  a  m u s e u m  t o g e t h e r .  F o r
m o r e  d e t a i l s  a n d  t h e  f a l l  c a l e n d a r ,  v i s i t
m a n d a r i n p r e s . c o m / y o u n g a d u l t s .  

M a r k  y o u r  c a l e n d a r s  f o r  t h e  W o m e n ' s
M i n i s t r y  J i n g l e  a n d  M i n g l e  o n  D e c e m b e r
1 2 t h !  W e  n e e d  y o u r  c r e a t i v e  g i f t s  t o
m a k e  o u r  a n n u a l  s i l e n t  a u c t i o n  s h i n e .
C o n s i d e r  d o n a t i n g  a  u n i q u e ,  h i g h -
q u a l i t y  i t e m  t h a t  s h o w c a s e s  y o u r  t a l e n t .
T o  c o n t r i b u t e ,  p l e a s e  c o n t a c t  C i s s y
G r a u m a n n  a t  g r a u b u n c h @ g m a i l . c o m .

https://mandarinpres.com/greatbanquet
https://mandarinpres.com/youngadults
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September Events 

Crave

Pop-Up Sunday

All Church Retreat

Hang 10
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Office Campus
11844 Mandarin Rd.

Jacksonville, FL 32223
904-680-9944

info@mandarinpres.com

Church Campus
2501 Loretto Rd.

Jacksonville, FL 32223

mandarinpres.com

SESSION UPDATE

In September, six children from our Kids Ministry were
baptized—a testament to how God is moving at MPC.

Our new sermon-based small groups launched on
September 27th and will continue through November
15th. This series will explore the letters to the seven
churches in Revelation. There’s still time to join—use
the Church Center app to find a group.

The Pumpkin Spice Girls return October 25th for our
annual Fall Fest—a highlight of the year! Don’t miss
out on the fun, festivities, and great food. Volunteer
opportunities, more details and registration are
available at mandarinpres.com/fallfest. 

Mark your calendars for two key November events:
On November 8th, between services, we’ll hold a
congregational meeting to vote on nominees for
Deacon, Trustee, and Elder. On November 15th, at
the conclusion of each service, we will join for a
Momentum Prayer Walk, where we will walk as a
church among the new building, giving thanks for
what God is doing at MPC.

In early December, we’ll celebrate Bill Vasko—our
friend and longtime Director of Music and Worship—
as he prepares for retirement. Who can remember
when Bill first came to MPC? What are your favorite 
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@mandarinpres

@mandarinpres

@mandarinpresbyterianchurch

Left to Right: 
Front Row: Kim Harris, Danielle Caplin, Rev. Jenn Arnold, Rev.
Jeff Arnold, Christina Elmore
Middle Row: Carol Yelinek, Penny Kievet, Rosa Heard, Rev. Dr.
Andrew Stepp, Chris Davis, Brandon Perkins
Back Row: Bob Gillander, Curt Etheridge, Matt Balanky, Craig
Henderson, Rev. Devyn Nelson

If you would like to reach out to our
Session members, please email

session@mandarinpres.com.

memories of Bill and/or our Music Ministry? 

Our Vision of More People Moving Toward Jesus and
our Core Values drive all that we do: 

Jesus First, 
Every Generation, 
Deep-Spirited Community, 
Courageous Faith and 
Whole-Life Generosity. 

Please join the Session as we pray for MPC and the
vision that God has put before us. “When I saw Him, I
fell at His feet as though dead.Then He placed His right
hand on me and said: “Do not be afraid. I am the First
and the Last. I am the Living One; I was dead, and now
look, I am alive for ever and ever! And I hold the keys
of death and Hades.” (Revelation 1:17-18)

http://mandarinpres.com/
https://mandarinpres.com/fallfest
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